
Methods of Translating

Prae Sunsermsook

Chosen Material: 
Depreciating Assets by Jessica Vaughn

Week 1



Depreciating Assets is an artist’s book by Jessica Vaughn that 
explores labour, diversity politics, and the material 

environment of the American workplace. 

Methods of Translation 
Chosen Material



Experiment 1 
Human Modular



White boxes, empty space, replaceable tiles



Modular architecture and furniture = depersonalised and standardised



one-size-fits-all 



Hello!, I’m John Doe



Transforming John Doe .. into a modular unit

















Experiment 2 
Bureaucratic Collapse



US Government Accountability Office Reports

GAO



US Government Accountability Office Reports Thailand’s State Audit Office Reports



+30-storey building, 
more than £50,000,000 

construction budget
Collapse in 8 seconds

The site worker who escaped with 
documents after the collapse.



US Government Accountability Office Reports Thailand’s State Audit Office Reports

Paraphrasing -> extraporation 
 

restating her investigative method in a new context 
 

GAO reports -> Thai audit reports 
US workers -> Thai workers







Experiment 3 
Bureaucratic Format



Format of formality and authority

Format of informality and unseriousness

What happens if I use humour and imitation to destabilise the controlled language of bureaucracy?
Change its tone










